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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING.

BROADWAY THRATKE, Broadway-Tils Lies Is-
was.Piofu'j U\ri>>

WINTER GARDEN, Broadway .H ami.ct.

WALLACE'S T1IEATKE, Bruudway.-Wir*'s Sbcbbt.

OLYMPIC THEATRE, Broadway..Thb Stkkkts or New
Yok*.

NEW BOWERY THEATRE. Bowery..Hami.et.Sot-
punt's Wirit.Tuial bt Battlk.

BOWERY THEATRE. Bowery Wacocsta.Inuomau.
Huntinu a Toktix.tloBsmuoE Kuhi.niio>.Paoov Milks'
Bor.

NIBLO'8 GARDEN, Broadway..'Tua Shaxuook.

BARNI'M'S MlrSElrM. Broadway .Two Mammoth Pat
Wosks. l.ivmo SmcLt/row.Dwabs.Lkarstkb Skal.Guano
SrstTACUt.t AKik.ii, Tm Hatics, 4c..Day and Evuuuig.

BRYANTS' MINSTRELS, Mechanics' nail, 472 Broad¬
way..Ethiopia* Sonus, Daxciuj, Boblksquks, Ac..Livb
l*(ii».
WOOD'S MINSTREL H ALL, 514 Broadwav..Tiik Echo-

Jack ON TI1K GBkKtC.ETHIOPIAN fcOSUS, D A.NX'KM, AC.

SALLE DIABOLIQUE, 586 Broadway..Eobkbt Hkllib's
AmAI (lABATWU PKOUUAXMB.

VAN AMBURdH A CO.'8 MAMMOTH MENAGERIE,
tXJ find 341 Broadway. Opun from 1U A. M. to 10 P. M.

HIPPOTHEATRON, Fourteenth street..EqdestriaW,
GtBNAKHC AKD ACHOBATIC EKTBETAISMEMTS.HARLEQUIN
BlUICBBABW.

AMERICAN THEATRE, No. 444 Rroadway. -Ballots,
PAnrouiMks, Hukli.mjuki. Ac..Thk Scuooi.masteh.

HOOLEY A CAMPBELL'S MINSTRELS, 199 and 301
B"wery..So>os, Dancks, Bublksquks, Ac..Goose and
Uakdkb. '

NEW YORK MPSEI'M OP ANATfllfv aiu uk «

Open I row 10 A. M. till 10KM
618 Bro®dway..

S,w Yoi"k, Friday, January 80, 1§65.

tvik situation.
It is said that tho government is uow hourly In expec¬

tation of int. iligenco of tbe success of movements by
General Sherman which will prove even more damaging
to the rebels than ins late triumphant march through
Georgia and capture of havannah. We give this morn¬

ing, in full, General Shermans letter in relation to tho

present position of the State of Georgia, an extract from
which we published a few days ago.
Mr. Francis P. Blair, Sr., will start on a second vi.it to

the rebel capital to-day. What the nature or object of
his mission la has not been made public; but since his
return from there, a few days ago, it is said that he has
had frequent conferences with the President and the
members of his CabiueL Last Monday's Richmond IF/,*,
stated ihat Mr. Blair carried to Washington an autograph
letter from Jeff. Davis, "expressing his willingness to

semd or receive commissioner* authorized to negotiate a

peace. "

There have been no new military movements in the
armies before tho rebel capital to notice. The news of
the capture of Fort Fisher and the other rebel works on

Cains Fear river caused the greatest ex. ttement and re-

jok ing. A salute of one hundred guns in honor of the

achievement was flrcd in the Atmy of the Potomac on

Tuesday afternoon.
On Tuesday of this week a parly of guerilla* made,

dash Into Bar.lstown, Kentucky, .nd s-t lire lo the rail¬
road station, which Has onsumed. A Mr. Sunberty was

burned to death in the building. Th* nat.onal troops of
tho ganitonsoon rallied, and a sev ere light took place
in which several were killed and wounded, the guerilla-
being tlually driver, fro,,, the .ova. and pun Ued for seve¬

ral in lex.
It i« thought that tho leader, of .he rebel annv in

Arkansas design lo abandon that State entirely. They
are said to be concentrating their troop* at Camden for
the purpose of moving southward into Louteianna or

Texas. Etcn the rebel citizens of Arkansas not in the

anny, have been ordered by Magnider to removo to tbe
south side of the Bed rivor. Guerilla gangs, however,
.till infest the northern section of the Sutc. Two de¬

tachments Of national troop* recently went from Bolia
and Pilot Knob, Missouri, into the northern and north-
eastern l-arts of Arkansas, for the purpose of hunting up I
these marauders. They came u,«,n and broke up severe!
of the gangs, and killed and captured a number of the
members of them. The .Utement i, reiterated that
Pr.-sl.lent I.in.-oln will revoke the or-ler.- of Generals
Canby and Reynolds for the evacuation of Fort Mnith
by the national garrison.
Our Consul ,n Havana ha- comm.inlcat.-d the IntciH. J

gene- that ,he rokeU are engaged in )mi.rov ng the harbor
of St. Marks, situated on St. Mark, river, on the west

coast of Florida, for the punoee of opening there an ex

tensive blockade running trade. Ft. Marks * connected,
bya railroad twenly-slx mile* In length, with th.- capital
of the Stale of Florida IWInhnvce, of which It i the \
port Tho harls.r can be entered by vessels drawing
.iglit feet of water.

The Treasury Department Is constantly receiving »P-
pll' Btlon.1 for permission to open trade with Savannah
the reply to these is that until th.- President declares
that port open eleannett for It ena only i* made for

m.HUo- purposes, and on the request of the Secretary
of War or the Navy.
The Canadian FMlament convened at Quebec ytwter

day Th. Governor General, In his address, allude, to

ha dee re to preserve friendly relation, with this conn-

try, and the .0brts he hs made to prevent further reids
by rebels from the provinee into the Northern States.
In addition to the volunteer militia now in service for
this purpose, he has distributed a fort* of detectives
.long tbe border Be asks for such legislate as will
enable him more effctiiaily to accompli his objects in
thi re, jM t. He favor the proposed colonial confed.-ra
tiea.

the ex. hange of national and relxl prisoners of war is

.C*o being proceeded with on James rlv.t UD^r the

.upervi.ion of Commissioners M.,lf.r,| and Ould. Hlx
hundred rebel officer- and privates from Point Lookout
were taken to Aiken's Un.ling yc.erday u> be ex-

changed for a like number of our own n.eU

The extracts from ftchmond ^r. ,.K.r,llu; th,
capture of POrt Fisher wl.chw, p,,Ull,b tt.H m|

.bow ihat It wM n great surpiise to lb.- reikis and

felt by the. as an almost crushing dieter, notwith

.landing all the mental contortions indulged |n t. ,wc^,
the facts. The Ditjmlch pretends to consider It h|r..

.m In disguise." The Kmmtmr, recognising that the

fall of Flaher closes Wilmiugton and puts an end to

the blockade running business, commences arguing that
». loss ..r that port "will be no evil in the en I;" hut

lamed lately after (hows that it thinks very d Iferently,
*y tb* ,trT>n,*kt »hiiM)«f JelT in\is, his Cabinet and

QsMimJ Bragg for permitting It to ocsttr, and rryirgout
«al nothing hut the choosing or OeMral !am supreme
and unrestricted dictator can ,ave the confederacy It
alae again calls for a convention <4 all the rebel ft**
immediately, and insiMs on .he burning oT all the cotton
in Wilmington And then, ^a|n, it is anno,,** that

Oreoloslng of the port of Wilmington rendtrs the rebel

prospects brlgbu r than ever

tbe rebel Congress hss hud under discussion in secret

¦Mtfon f*w some lime srme peace res, Nilon* An sr'leis

..P^usd a i l.e «rsau ,.f Je.7. Da. is, the Micbmond A'«sN

X ee ike u*u inet., deuouactng tUem *a ueas.nab.e.

This highly «»»*{*>rated noma of the rebel Coogre*un»n,
and led to a very exciting debate la their MMBion of the

10th lust, . report of which we publish thus morning.
One of the members, la denouncing the Sentinel article
aud defending the resolutions, said:.1''We certainly
could make It to their (the Northern people's) Interest

to recognize us as an independent people without involv¬

ing either slavery or reconstruct ion." Henry S. Foote
has been get at liberty.

C0NGBE8S.
In the Senate yesterday the resolution of thanks to

General Terry and his army for their heroic conduct at
Fort Fisher was adopted unanimously. General Terry
was yosterduy confirmed by the Senate as Brigadier
General of the regular army. Tho bill to break down
the Camden and Amboy Hail road monopoly was dis¬

cussed and laid aside till Tuesday nest. The bill declar¬

ing that brevet rank shall not entitle the holder to any In¬

crease of pay was |mi .-wed. A joint resolution for a spec al
committee to investigate as to the treatment of the
Indians by th» civil and military authorities, was agreed
to. A resolution that the special Income tax due from
office holders be collected by mouthly instalments, was

referred to the Finance Committee. A bill amendatory
of the act to encourage emigration was introduced and
referred to the Finanoe Committer Among other provi¬
sions it punishes any attempt, by improper means, to
induce emigrants to enlist In the army. Some private
bills were considered, and, after an executive session, the
Senate adjourned till Monday.
In the House of Representatives the select committee

to Investigate the charges of corruption, bribery and
malfeasance against Congressman Anderson, of Ken¬tucky, was announced. The Ways and Means Commit¬
tee were instructed to Inquire into the expediency of
levying a tax of ouc per cent on the six hundred dollars
of income now exempt. The Secretary of War
was directed to communicate the record of the
court martial In the cose of Mnjor Hastings, who
was sentenced to be cashiered, to restore f21,076, to

pay a tine of $.*>,000, and to bo imprisoned till
the amount was paid, which penalties wore subsequently
commuted to suspension of rank and pay for six mouths.

A conversation with reference to the draft elicited the in¬
formation that full credit will ho given for all men en¬

listed before the 19th of December. Resolutions of
thanks to General Terry and Admiral Porter and their
officers and men, for gallant conduct at the capture of
Fort Fisher, were appropriately referred. The bill mak¬
ing appropriations for the legislative, judicial and execu¬

tive expenses of the government was passed, and the
House adjourned.

THE LEGISLATURE.
In the State Senate yesterday, after consideration, the

State Bounty bill was advanced ton third reading, the only
mal' rial amendments mude to It iioing that drafted men

actually mustered in ahull receiie a bounty of two hun¬
dred and lifty dollars, and tliat the Governor, Comp¬
troller and Attorney General constitute a commission to
decide all questions arising under the law. The bill Tor
the more speedy payment or the salaries of the clerics
and employes in the sevcrul departments in the rity gov¬
ernment was re|>ortod from the Assembly. Bills were

noticed to extend relief to the families of drafted
men; also to am"nd the charter of the People's
Savyigs Bank of this city. A bill was Introduced lo
amend the Quarantine act The bill continning the Bounty
Oriiinaneo of the New York Board of Supervisors was
then read a third time and adopted. The bills ordered to

a third reading were those for the Improvement of Cen¬
tral Park; providing a parade ground for the military of
this city ; also to amend the charter of the New York
Guaranty and Indemnity Company.
In the Assembly the liilla reported favorably were those

to incorporate a home for disabled soldier* incorporating
the North River Savings Bank, New York ; al.-o Incor¬
porating the Twenty third Armory Association of
Brooklyn. The bilL-< noticed were for a railroad in Fulton
street; to Incorporate the East River Railroad. New
York; to amend the charter of the Bloouiingdale Savings
Bank; also for the construction of a suspension bridge
across the Kast river. Bills were introduced to incor¬
porate the Natiouul Glee Club; enabling the banks of
this State to bwome associations under the National
Banking laws. The bill incorporating the Home for Dis¬
abled Soldiers was then ordered to a third reading.

MISCELLANEOUS HEWS.
A special meeting of the Chamber of Commerce was

held yesterday. The ehairmau of the committee ap¬
pointed to prepare a |«per on the subject of the Reci¬
procity tn aty, stated that their report was still In the
hands of the printer, and the matter was postponed until
the nest meeting. A memorial to the I'nited States
Senate from the Boston Board oi Trade, requesting post-
pnvm'nt of further action on the Bankrupt bill, was

presented, read, and referred to the Committee on Arbi¬
tration. No other business of Imfiortance was transacted.

A train of cars on the Hudson River Railroad, bound
from Albany for New York, was thrown oil the track

n ur Yonkers, early yesterday morning, by the sudden
breaking of souie rotten wooden ties and a worn out rail.
Two cars, with the locomotive, ran down an embankment
to i h" frozen water of the Hudson river. The doors of the
ears were locked, and great difficult) wae experienced in
rermtng the passengers, wouuded und partially froz-n
as they W' r through the windows. No lives were lost.
There was no meeting of the Board of Councilmen

yesterday, a quorum not being present The Clerk ad
Joiirocd the Board till Monday.

In the United Slates Circuit Coort yesterday. Judge
Shtpmun presiding, Charles White was found guilty of
being engaged in a mutiny on board the ship Mercury, in
the lower harbor. The other |>ari ies who pleaded guilty
t<> the same indictment were then brought up to receive
sentence. Three of these.Dovle, Kellv and Anderson.
were sentenced to imprisonment for one year; the other
prisoners, fivir in number, each thirty da> s. Sentence
on White was po"tponcd till Saturday
The erim eon. ca.-e of Andrew J. MHI-pnugh versns

Reth Adam- was continued yesterday before Judge
Leonard, in the Supreme t'ourt, circuit. The testimony
pre cnted some curious and racy developments. The
case will be resumed thl* morning at ten o'clock.

In he tr ul term of the Supreme Court yesterday, lie-
fore Judge Barnard, John Q. Junes brought an action to
recover the value of a promissory note given by Mrs.
Grevclla, a married woman, who defended the suit on

the ground thai the note was given for the benefit of her
husband. A verdict was rendered lor the plaintiff.
The Imsinesa set down for yesterday In the Court of

Oyer and Terminer, before Judge Barnard, was post¬
poned, in consequence of the Illness of Dlstriul Attorney
Hall
In the General Ses ions yesterday a motion was made

to send John Donovan, indicted for the murder of Wm
Kennedy and Wm. George, to the State Lunatic Asylum.
Mr Town* nd presented a written certificate of Doctors
flmmons and Hodgman, who were appointed by the
Court to examine Into the alleged insanity of the de¬

fendant, tcstilying that he was unlit to be placed on trial.
Elizabeth Dusenbury, who, it will be remembered, at¬

tempted to poison her children, two of whom died, wan

indicted for murder. A similar motion was made in her
case, and, the physician's certificate having been read,
Judge Ruanel ordered thst 'he defendants be sent to the
Mate Lunatic. Asylum. Margaret Smith was tried, charged
with stealing a gold watch from Mrs. Eliza Prince, 97
Bast TweBUrth str et. In December. The testimony was

not conclusive as to her guilt, and the jury acquittod her.
A number of prisoners, inducted for grand larceny,
pleaded guilty to a minor grade of that oitence, and were

reminded for sentence.
The skating on Ihe ice of the fifth avenue pond yes¬

terday was good This pond was crowded. Among the
visitors were Generals Dlx snd Duryea and their families.
The Park ponds were also crowded. To morrow will be a

gain day on the Fifth avenue pond. A full hand of music
and calcium lights at night will add to the heuiity and
liveliness of Ihe scene.
Commi-" loner I/'wIs having decided that the Internal

revi nuc officers have no right lo prevent lists of the
natues of taxpayers being copied from tb'ir Issiks, news-
pap r proprietors are at liberty to publish such tortious
of tliem us Ihi y msy choose We give this morning a
list of the nam <"» of persons In the Sixth Congressional
district, in this city, who pay times on income* of twenty
thou- ami dollars and upwards.
The funeral of Edward Evorett look pi »¦ . y« stsrday.

Thi religious ser\ ices were conducted In th I'lr-i chunk,
BfeMOb A large uNMMUfM, Including many disiim,iii»hi'd
g ntl m' n. followed ihe remains of the distinguish d
doc' HS d to tb> Ir rifting pi n e in Mount Anlmrn feme,

tery The preliminary movement for the erection of a
statu" of Mr Er rett ha- already been made by some of
thp I' adlng citizens of B<*iton
The t»lln»vlnif is the --ibstanee of a <nHk*n of ysstsr

.lav i police rneords:. >»n Wedenwlay evening, during a

ui4iiiu«uo>i mtdriakmg tatflis* m wUaiuaak lgNf% a j

mun named William H. Johnson received blows on tho
head which produced « Iructuro of the skull, and from

which it is doubtful if he will recover. Patr.ck Hays,
an ox -policemen; Robert Jackaon, James Lcahoy and
Thomas Cohen were arrested and committed to the
Tombs to await the result of the injuria*, on charge of

being the assailants. James Johnson, a colorod waiter

in the saloon No. 728 Broadway, was committed for
examination on the charge of abstracting five hun¬
dred dollars from the overcoat pocket of one of the cus¬

tomer*. A man named Cart I.ewenburg was arrested and
sent to Sidorsvllle, Northampton county, Pennsylvania,
on suspicion of beiug the person who, some weeks ago,
forced open a dry goods store in that place and stole
therefrom about one thousand dollara worth of property.
Mary Monahan wus committed for trial on charge ot

stealing two hundred and ten dollars In gold from a

newly arrived Immigrant, named John Beaman. Eliza
Twomey was locked up in the Tombs, charged with

stealing, in co-operation with two men who could not be

found, three hundred dollars from a soldier named
Patrick Falvcy, in a house of questionable repute In
Baxter street.
The United States hospital transport Western Metropo¬

lis, from Hilton Head January 1®, arrived at this port
yesterday morning. We are indebted to W. H. Boil,
U. S. A., for flies of Savannah and Port Royal papers.

Tlio double ender screw gunboat I.enapee, carrying ten

guns, and commanded by I.leutenaut Commander 8. Ma

graw, sailed from Sandy Hook at eight o'clock yesterday
morning.
Among the passengers who leave »o-d»y In the Transit

Company's steamship Golden Rule for Greytown, Nica¬
ragua, is Preston C. F. West, Esq., a tli.-tingulshed ofllcer
of the United States Coast Survey, who has been ap¬
pointed engineer-in-chief by Nicaragua for the survey of
the harbor aud river San Juun. This appointment Is the
result of the application made Jointly by tho governments
of the republics of Nicaragua and Costa Rica to the Presi¬
dent of the United States.

Mr. Harradan, our Secretary of Legation to Nicaragua,
leaves for his post by the steamer Golden Rule to day.
Several gentleman also visit Nicaragua by this ship ou

subjects of scientific research, for which the field is re¬

ported to bo very interesting.
The stock market was in a state of semi panic yester¬

day, and suffered a heavy decline. Government securi
ties were heavy and lower. Gold was weak, and closed
drooping at 209^, after recovering from 208.
Tho fall In gold unsettled tho merchandise markets yes¬

terday, and caused quite a general decline In prices.
For'lgn goods wrr. very quiet, uud scarcely anything
wus done. Bomcstlc produce was lower. Petroleum was

in hotter demand at 2c. a 3c. decline. On 'Change t bo
flour market was quiet, and Sc. a 10c. lower. Wheat
win inactive, and prices were wholly nominal, this beinn
the case with oats and com. I'ork was decidedly lower,
and less active, while b?ef was steady at previous prices.
Lurd was lower, and in limit- d demand. Freights were

quiet. Whiskey was decidedly (Inner and more active.

Our Future and the Policy It Indicates.
The great problem of the war is now

so near its solution that no httraan agency
can long protract the issue. The question
whether a legitimate government, of ninety
years' duration, established by the wisest
intellects that were ever devoted to tho
formation of a governmental system, shall
be maintained against u sectional revolution,
tbe offspring of restless ambition in a few men,

who, like the first arch rebel, believe that it is
44 better to reign in hell than serve in heaven,"
must be decided within a very brief period.
Geographically the rebellion is reduced

within a mere span. A portion of Old Virginia
and a few cities on the Atlantic coast are all
the battle fields that are now left, and the cap¬
ture ot Fort Fisher virtually confine* the rebel
¦coast line to the cities of Charleston. Mobile
and Wilmington, and the city and port of Gal¬
veston. We hold the ports of the throe lormer
places, and have so blockaded Galveston as to

effectually render it worthbws to the enemy.
Ite military strength is scattered between
the army of General Lee, near Richmond,
and the army of General Hood, on the south
bank of the Tennessee.the one held in check
by Grant, the other rendered worthless by
Thomaa Should the latter desire to join his
forces with those of Sherman by a march
through Tennessee there is nothing to prevent
him; and should Sherman advance upon Rich¬
mond by way of the Carolina*, the rebel capital
could be crushed like an eggshell in (he hands
of a giant. The trans-Mississippi operations,
npon which the rebel journals lay so much
stress, are mere fugitive pieces in the greut
volume of tbe war. They are not worth basing
any calculations upon, because they are but
waifs and strays upon the current, and can no

longer affcct the general result. In a political
sense the rebellion is eating out its own vitals
by internal dissensions between leaders and
people, and by the voluntary abolition of
slavery in the border States, and its forced
abolition by Jeff. Davis in the States within the
"Confederacy" iu whieh cause the rebellion
wa>« inaugurated.

Thus, looking at lb«> present appearance ot
things within and without the rebel lines, we
may safely assume that within nix month* from
this time the Union will be restored. We shall
be all together an one nation again. We shall
be more assured of our strength, military and
moral. Of our military strength, because wo

have proved by the bloody ordeal through
which we have passed that there is no limit to
our resources In men, in valor, in self-Hiicrlflce.
Of our moral strength, because we hnve fur¬
nished evidence to the world that a nation not

a century old, Illustrating the principles of self-
government, can maintain Itself against the
severest of all assaults upon its permanency.a

desperate internecine war.and yet outlive it.
The States having all come together in bar-
mony, internal difficulties being settled, the
bitterness of factionism and sectionalism having
been fused and combined.as metals are by the
alchemist.In a crucible of common suffering
into a more substantial material, we will be In
a position not only to repay with Interest the
slights and insults of foreign Powers in our

day of trouble, but to state emphatically our

policy upon this continent, and Insist that this
policy, once declared, must be acknowledged.
The time will then have come when our gov¬

ernment must issne a manifesto to the foreign
Powers, stating how this war arose, and show¬
ing that it was originated and fostered by Eng¬
land, which treacherously took advantage of
the domestic institution of slavery to create
dissensions between different sections of the
country, with the hope of destroying this gov¬
ernment.

Slavery has been heretofore the jreat danger
to the stability of the republic, and it was ne¬

cessary for onr safely that it should be obliter¬
ated. It is virtually driven out of existence by
the war. Rut there is another danger remaining.
It is th<i attempted supremacy of European
Powers on the continent of America. This
must be settled by very empliatir notion as

soon as we are again a united nation. The
presumptuous claims of France in Mexico, as¬

serted through her Austrian catspnw, Maximil¬
ian, must be met with an unanswerable protest,
backed by an army of veterans, whose past
deeds attest their power to enforce whatever
doctrine they may carry ou the points of their
hajonet*. In like manner the pretensions of
Spain in St. Domingo must be overhauled, and
hot ri&ln ivtonsuuvl * umNimamuwU devoir

ism in ft republic, established under tho inspi¬
ration of our own snocossful system, must bo
vigorously disputed. Both France and Spain
must be served with a twelvemonth's "notice
to quit" Mexioo and St Domingo. All the na¬
tions of Europe must be taught that the United
States are in a position to exercise a protecto¬
rate over nations enjoying self-government on

the whole of this continent and the adjacent
islands, from Labrador to the Horn. As for
England, opportunity will not be wanting to
inflict condign punishment upon that treach¬
erous Power, and it will fall hot and heavy
when the time comes.
Such is the future which this war has marked

out for us. The experiment to divide the coun¬

try into sections, and yet maintain its prosperity
and greatness, has (ailed, as it bas ever failed in
past history. The right of secession onoe

admitted, and there would be no limit to it.
It is net one, but a dozen seceded sections we
would have before many years, each one weak
and contemptible in itself. Such was the result
when the great Roman empire was broken up.
Its vast dominions in Southern Europe were

split into separate sections, not one of which,
after many centuries, haft attained the grandeur
of the old empire. The result was tne same

when, at a later period, the immense consoli¬
dated power of Charlemagne was frittered away
and his empire divided into innumerable petty
States. ]

Thus, tben, this sanguinary war, which the
enemies of republicanism so fondly hoped
would prove the grave ofrepublican institutions,
will leave the United States stronger than ever

to assume the championship and assert the
supremacy of democratic government.
The City 8«wer«.The Necessity That

Something Should be Done.
In another column we give an extract from

the annual report of the Croton Aqueduct De¬
partment, calling attention, with very com¬

mendable sharpness and force, to the disgrace¬
ful condition of this city in respect to sewers.

No city in the world, as the report justly says,
possesses greater natural advantages for the es¬

tablishment of a perfect system of sewerage
than ours.built as it if, practically, on a strip
of land washed by tidewater on both sides.

yet the fact is that but few citieB are worse off
than ours in this respect. Our sewers, up to
the present time, have been constructed with¬
out any regard to scientific principles or to

system, and also without any regard to eco¬

nomy. The result is that, though they have
cost the city an outrageously great price, they
are utterly ineffective, and do not accomplish
their purpose. They do not carry away the
city filth. So far are they from doing this that
in many instances they merely act as grelt
wells for the accumulation of this filth in im¬
mense masses, and these reeking masses fill the
cellars of many houses in the city with a "pes¬
tilent congregation of vapors" that is certain
death. Physicians can trace some of our city
sewers by the fevers they breed; and there are

certain houses in the city that, from this cause,
are almost as fatal as the upas tree was thought
to be. In this way the city is worse in some
districts than it would be without any sewers

at all.
For the construction of sewers in a district ot

four hundred aores in extent it costs, under the
plan upon which our sewers have been hitherto
uselessly built, the sum of $1,793,074 80. The
Croton Aqueduct Department estimates that
the same district could be well and effectively
sewered for $679,946 99. By this the city
would save $1,113,127 81. Now, here is the
whole trouble. Here is a million dollars to be
distributed by the Common Council, and that is
the reason why we have no sewers that will
drain the city. The matter must be taken out
of the hands of the Common Council. At pre¬
sent the city sewerage belongs to the Croton
Department, " subject to the orders and direc¬
tions of the Common Council." Before we can

have decent sewerage it must be given to the
Aqueduct Department entirely. This is a mat¬
ter that the Legislature should take up at once.

It is one that is of the roost vital importance
in any view of the sanitary interests ot this city.

I Our sanitsrv arrangements are all atrocious,
and need to be stirred up from the bottom ;
but there Is no fact in our city life that is worse

in u sanitary point of view than this one of
the sewers. Pestilence is bred under every
street, that money may be corruptly dispensed
to contractors, and there mustbe a change.

AnnrriiAKT Arrests.A Propkr Tnvkstioa-
tion..The Military Committee of the House of
Representatives are now acting under a resolu¬
tion of that body directing said committee to
ascertain "the number of persona confined in
the Old Capitol and Carroll prisons, the dates
of their arrests and confinement, the charges
against them; whether any army officers are

among them, and, if so, whether the laws for
such cases made and provided have been re¬

spected; whether any persons are confined in
said prisons without written charges, and
whether any of those prisoners have had a

trial," Ac., Ac. For the purpose of ferreting
out the truth in these inquiries the committee is
further authorised to send for persons and
papers.

After the adoption of this proposition Mr.
Thaddeus Stevens moved a reconsideration, in
order to amend the resolution so as to limit the
committee to the "expediency" of the proposed
Investigation; but the House, by an almost
unanimous vote, decided that there was no

question of the "expediency" of this thing; and
so the investigation is under way. It Is a good
move, and we have every reason 4o expect that
it will bring about some astonishing revela¬
tions, and some wholesome checks and bal¬
ances in regard to this much abused power of
arbitrary arrests and imprisonments. Let the
committee fearlessly prosecute their inquiries
and do their duty.
SrrrmATORH w Good* Not Wavtkp Ykt o*

Savanxah..The Secretary of War. who has just
returned from Savannah, says "a mistake pre¬
vails at the North as to the present inducements
for commerce" there; that the city has "not yet
any large population to be supplied, no credit
or money, no commodities of exchange, and
that there can be no great amount for a con¬

siderable period." Shippers of dry goods, gro¬
ceries. liquors, Ac., will please take notice, and
remember that -'stringent precautions against
supplier that might go to the enemy have been
made and wiM be enforced by General Sher¬
man."
Tn« Objmt aito Ukhui.t or litem's I'*a»h

Mission.The recovery of some of the title
deeds stolen by the rebels from his house at
Silver Spring laat summer, "(inly Uhh and

, uoUiing uiora-"

Tk* larai Hrrora of thta War.

England, Holland and the United States are

the only nations in modern history which have
produoed great naval heroes. Bat although
thin nation is not yet ninety years old, while
England and Holland count their ages by cen¬

turies, we have already far surpassed them
both in naval warfare. The trident which Hoi-
land took from Neptune, and Britannia snatched
from Holland, is now wielded by the Genius of
Amerioa. We rule the seas as we have always
ruled the shore. Von Tromp, whose fame
answered to his name, and who carried a broom
at his masthead to sweep the ocean; Drake,
who destroyed the Spanish armada; Cochran,
who ranks among England's celebrities, and
Nelson, the hero of Trafalgar and Copenhagen,
have been superseded by our Farragut, Porter,
Dupont and other gallant sailors. The historic
roll of the world's great men will have to be
rewritten; for Americans now claim the highest
places for their generals and their admirals.

Before our nation was fully organized it had
produced a naval hero who carried terror to
the English coast and broke the pride of Eng¬
lish sailors. More scientific fighters have since
crowned our arms with victory; but the daring,
skill and pluck of John Paul Jones, the
first of American commodores, will always
remain immortal. The war with Tripoli and
the war of 1812 brought out a host of such
heroes as Hull, Bainbridge, Decatur, Preble,
McDonough, Somers, Truxton, Lawrenco, Perry
uud David Porter, and England could find no
rivals to such sailors. The war of 1812, con¬

ducted while this country was yet in its infancy,
settled the question of relative superiority in
naval affairs between the Old World and the
New. During our present war, having no other
nation to surpass, we have surpassed ourselves.
The students and the sons of the heroes of 1812
have eclipsed their masters and their fathers.
Vice Admiral Farragut, who fought on the
Essex under old Commodore Porter, now stands
at the head of the United States Navy. Ad¬
miral David D. Porter, the son of that same

commodore, now ranks next to Farragut, and
is the hero of our latest victory. Dupont, Dray¬
ton, Wiuslow, Blake, Radford, Rowan, Macomb,
Rhind, Cusliing, Thornton, Preston, young
Lieutenant Porter and a number of other offi¬
cers have also distinguished themselves and
their country; while on every ship in our ser¬

vice are unknown heroes, patiently waiting for
their opportunities to make themselves equally
famous. Should the war last iong enough our

muster roll of glory will have to be largely
increased. Our army, and navy are vioing with
each other in giving us ^real men. Already
we can challenge the world to compare heroes
with ns, name for name, and at the end of
another war there will be no niche in the temple
of fame not occupied by a great American.
Farragut won his present position by the

battles of New Orleans and Mobile Bay. At
the former he sailed through a sea of fire, de¬
molished forts and iron-clad rams, destroyed
fire ships, fire rafts and timber traps, overcame

every legitimate and infernal obstacle, and
finally sank the rebel fleet and capturod the
city. At the latter ne laugnea at suiimanne

torpedoos, silenced heavy batteries, fought his
way into the bay, captured an iron mounter ex¬

pressly devised for his destruction, and dis¬
persed or took possesion of the rest of the
rebel navy. These exploits, which arc perfectly
unparalleled, and beside which the victories of
Vou Tromp. Drake, Nelson and Cochran seem

quite insignificant, have rendered the Vice
Admiral illustrious for all time. Heroes may
appear who shall be able to rival him, but no

mortal can ever excel him. Dupont having
been retired after his magnificent victory at
Hilton Head, and Dahlgren having failed to
take Charleston, it was fast becoming the
settled conviction of the public that Farm gut
was to be alone in bis glory. But. now Admiral
Porter has dispelled that conviction. His attack
upon Fort Fisher was grandly planned and
splendidly executed. He httudlod his im¬
mense fleet as neatly and effectively as

his father handled the Essex. Although the
first attempt failed through the incompetency
of Butler. Admiral Porter did not relin¬
quish the tusk before him. Had not Grant
sent General TVrry to assist him, he would
have attacked Fort Fisher with his sailors and
marines, instead of wasting anv time, he
drilled his men for the assault by reconnois-
sances at Fort Macon, on the Carolina coast.
When General Terry arrived Porter at once

heartily co-operated with him. In all his orders
the Admiral showed his determination to suc¬

ceed. When he called lor a storming party
from the fleet, his only anxiety was that they
should "board the fort on the river in a sm-

manUkf wii/."' During the fight he would not
"take any unfair advantage of th»> enemy by
using the iron vessels alone. The only mis¬
take made in the attack was the excellent one

of "firing too rapidly."' Well may the country
he proud of such a hero, who is as chivalric as

be is brave. Never before did any nation de¬
velop at once such soldiers and such sailors.
Defonded by them, the Stars and Stripes shall
float over every sea and be feared and re¬

spected in every land. Let the ancient poets
sing of the heroes of Greece and Rome; the
Troubadors sound the praises of the knights of
the middle ages, and France and England vaunt
their more modern but almost forgotten glories.
When America produces a poet as sublime as

the themes with which he has to deal we shall
hear no more of the heroes of Homer and of Vir¬
gil, of ancient or of modern Europe; for Grant
and Farrago t, Sherman and Porter, Thomas and
Dupont, Sheridan and Winslow, Terry and
Cushing will take their places in undying verse.

Until that poet comes, history and the Hkra r.n

will be his substitutes.

Thk Tkihtvk on tub Nrws..The ' Trifom*
astonished its readers yesterday by elaiming to
be a newspaper, and by asserting that it had
beaten the 1Irraij> twiee in the last twenty
years. When we remember the confession of
the Drfbww editor that "the Ilmui.n is con¬

stantly ahead." and when we recollect that, only
last woek, Sam Wllkeson. the 7W6unf'* chief
correspondent, petitioned Congress to aid him
to keep up with the flniAt.» reporters, we may
well laugh at the TVtfwmsV nonsense. We do
feel very badly, however, at the Trib*m saying
that onr«plendld diagram of Fort Fisher, Cape
Clear and the entrauoe to Wilmington was "an
old an-1 huge map of a locality familiar to every¬
body.'' We are rather proud of our maps; we

get them up more quickly, clearly and correc ty
than anylw>dy else; we are gratified to sec them
so often copied into otlter papers, on both sides
of tho Atlantic; and therefore It hnrt-* ns when
the Tnburw eail* Me m "old," "hufce'' stid

1 "iuuuiiai to ovooriioUj llioy uiudt

be familiar to everybody, since the Duuu)
goes everywhere. Nevertheless we aro com¬

forted by the reflection that the Tribune people
could never have seen our map of Wilmington
harbor before, or else they wonld not have
blundered into the statement that the capture
of Fort Fisher will have no effect upon
blockade running. The rebel* say that it will,
and they ought to know. Our map shows that
it will, and our surveyors ought to know. Per¬
haps if the TribwM people did not worship
Ben Butler so fanatically they would study
our maps and know something, too. We move
that Sam Wilkeson's petition be granted.
There is no excitement in being "constantly
ahead."

lUcraltlac la the City
.d.Strang* Action ortjie Common Conn-
ell.What Can Be Done *
On inquiry we learn with regret that recruit¬

ing at the headquarters of the Supervisors'
Committee, and also the payment of bounties,
has dwindled down to an inflnitisimal quantity.
Just at the moment when we want men most;
when almost the certainty of a draft is sua-'
pended over us; when, unless our quota is filled
by the 15th of February, the roll call of tbs
provost marshals of every district in the city
will be heard, and the wheel of the lottery
will be turned, drawing an army prize
for many a gallant youth.just at this mo-

ment, when we required {two hundred men per
day to fill our quota, the committee are not
paying the bounty to a dozen per day. This
too, includes all credits for this city, whethei
brought in as substitutes, from the offices oi
the provost marshals or enlisted by the com-

mittee itself. The business of volunteering ap¬
pears to be blocked, while the day for the
conscription is rapidly approaching. We learn,
on investigation, that there are good reasons

for this state ofaffairs.obstacles to our success

which can only be removed through the action
of the people themselves and our city authori¬
ties. In the first place, tho loan lately author¬
ized by the Supervisors for the payment ol
increased bounties, if the committee so elect,
is not yet sanctioned by the Legislature, and
our citizens do uot appear sufficiently patriotic
to step forward and advance the money
to the Comptroller in anticipation. The
cornmittec, therefore, decline to advance
the rate of bounties, apprehensive that
the present fund will be exhausted before
a new supply is fiirnishod.the consequence of
which would be to cause the suspension
of business altogether. Where, we would
nsk, are our patriotic capitalists, with
their Incomes of twenty, fifty, one hundred,
half million and two millions per annum?
Another obstacle standing in the way of the
committee is that recruiting is going on hero
for the regular army, for which greater induce¬
ment to the broker or agent is offered for men
than by the committee, though the recruit him¬
self gets less. The numbers thus obtained In
large, scarcely one of whom is credited to oar

quota. It is useless to remonstrate with the
recruiting officer, for bis acts are doubtlesn
sanctioned by the government; but it is wholly
unjust on the part of the government to allow
such action. It ought to be stopped, or allow
the men onlisting here to be credited to oar

quota. t

But the greatest obstacle to the suooess of
the committee and the most reprehensible is, wo
learn, the action ofthe Common Council in allow*
ing to almost any one asking for it a recru!&g

I f)6oth or tent, stuck tip anywhere about oar

streets. The City Hall Park is disfigured with

J these nuisances, in which a stupendous system
of robbery of the city of its best men to enlist
in other places is carried on. Our Aldermanlo
boards are, in fhet, encouraging enlistments of
our own men in other places or States. They
have, by authorizing the booths.thu* granting
great facilities.offered premiums for men to
fill the quotas of districts outside of the city of
New ^ ork thus, in reality.but unwittingly,
we believe.doing more toward* enforcing a
draft upon us (ban all other causes combined.
1 he "runners or "brokers," occupyiug these
booths secure from one hundred und fifty to two
hundred men per day, not one .of which do our

committee pay the bounty to. or are credited to
our quota. They ore all run off where the broker
can obtain a few dollars more than by handing
them over to our own authorities, and his acta
are sanctioned by our Common Council. This
is the greatest outrage ou the citizens of New
^ ork, and should be slopped at ouce; and if
our city legislature allow this thing to go on after
having learned the facts of the case, the mem¬
bers of the two boards should be held responsi¬
ble if an unrelenting draft is brought upon us.

They should pass an ordinance pntting a stop
to this thing immediately, and cause the arrest
and punishment of every man engaged ia
envcigling a person out ot the city to volun¬
teer. We surely require every able bodied
man who rigbtftilly belongs to us, and we wanl
the assistance of every man, whether he be
priest or alderman, banker or merchant, is
filling our own quota, not robbing their own
households for the purpose of benefiting otiM*
States or districts. We cannot afford this kind
of liborality. Remove the difficulties we haw
referred to, set aside the obstacles which oow
so hamper the action of the Supervisors' Com¬
mittee, end it would have our quota filled befoiw
the middle of February. But If all these detri¬
ments are to continue a draft is as certain m
that the sun rises. Let all take hoed and ao4
accordingly.
Thk Losk of Foiit Fmher."A Blemiixo im

Dmouwic.".The Richmond iHxpofch says thai
while somo melancholy persona in the rebel
capital regard the lorn of Fort Fisher as "a dis¬
aster," there Is a very large party of rnry
sensible fellows who consider it m "a blessing
in disguise," and ao they sre disposed to b«
jolly. Those Richmond retain are genuine
laughing philosophers. They upend millions of
money, they devote years of labor, they sacrW
flee thousand* of their negroes and tens ol
thousands of their soldiers (over fifty thousand
for Vicksburg) in their efforts to hold an im¬

portant city or military position, and when it la
lost those Richmond philosophers, like littto
Toofs. pronounce It a matter of "no conse¬

quence;" or, like the pious abolitionists befora
.lie war, who broke forth into a psalm when
tnrred and feathered and carried on a Southern
rail, they slug a song of joy, tor their puni*h-
ment is but "a blessing In disguise."
At this rate the downfall of Richmond will

be the signal for a glorious universal Southern

jubilee, from the .fames river to the Rio

(trande. And why nott Are not all tbesa

military disasters to Jeff. Dnvis "blessing* ia

disguise" to the people gronning and bleeding
uatler his ferocious tlewyokiaui ? Does not qvei|


